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Our purpose: 
To develop, implement, and monitor a schoolwide enrichment program that 

meets the needs of the gifted and talented students of Franklin Township. 

  

5th Grade G&T and 
Cluster Grouping 

Cluster Grouping is a way of meeting the 

needs of high achieving students by adjusting 

the school schedule to group them together 

without excluding them from other students. 

In this model… 

 All students are grouped in 

heterogeneous homerooms. 

 Students identified for Gifted and 

Talented will be clustered together in 

certain homerooms. G&T students 

will make up about 1/5 of the 

students in these homerooms 

 Other high achieving students will be 

identified for talent development and 

will also be clustered together. 

This scheduling gives teachers more 

opportunity to modify lessons to challenge 

all of their students, including their high 

performing students. Additionally, identified 

students will be specifically targeted for  

science extension activities using the new 

Knowing Science curriculum. 

 

The Franklin Township Public School District is pleased 

to announce the continuation of the Franklin Township 

Enrichment Program as we expand to offer gifted and 

talented services to fifth grade.  

Two years ago our Enrichment Program started by 

updating our library curriculum to introduce lessons in 

research, computers, and presentation. We call it Library 

Enrichment and we are still offering it to all students in 

grades one through four. 

We also offer a Science Enrichment class to all students in 

grades two, three, and four, providing training in 

research, inquiry, and engineering. This follows our 

pledge to add new opportunities to all students. 

This year we added Gifted and Talented Science 

Enrichment, giving identified third and fourth grade 

students training in engineering, technology, and 

applications of science, helping students to become 

independent researchers as they go through the 

process of scientific inquiry. 

And now, due to parent request, we will be launching 5th 

grade Gifted and Talented during the 2017-18 school 

year (one year earlier than initially planned)! For this 

school year we will provide this through a method called 

Cluster Grouping.  

 

Enrichment is on the move with 5th 
grade Gifted and Talented Clusters! 
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Vision Statement for the Franklin Township Enrichment Program 
 
The Franklin Township Enrichment Program provides opportunities for students who possess or demonstrate high levels of ability in one or more 
content areas.  Our program in Franklin Township is based on Joseph Renzulli’s Schoolwide Enrichment Model, which provides enrichment for all 
students through a tiered system that consists of three types of activities.  An integral part of the model includes project-based learning activities that 
focus on developing 21st century skills with a strong emphasis on problem solving, creativity, and critical thinking.  An important mission of the 
Enrichment Program is to ensure that there is appropriate focus on historically underserved populations, which includes but is not limited to ethnicity, 
language, socio-economic status, and gender, recognizing Franklin Township’s rich cultural diversity.  
 
The Franklin Township Enrichment Program is overseen by a committee of principals, vice-principals, supervisors and directors, including each 
elementary principal (see your school’s website for contact information), Enrichment supervisor David Heras, (dheras@franklinboe.org; 732-873-2400 
x 202), and Assistant Superintendent Dan Loughran (dloughran@franklinboe.org; 732-873-2400 x 297). 
 

 
 

• To be challenged with 

advanced material. 

• To collaborate with 

other high-achieving 

peers. 

• To develop skills that 

they will need in college 

and careers (time and 

resource management; 

short and long-range 

planning; presentation; 

perseverance) 

To continue 
to grow at a 
rate that 
corresponds 
with their 

abilities. 

What are the needs of high achieving students? 

 

 

 
 
From the “Cluster Grouping Fact Sheet” by Susan Winebrenner and Barbara Devlin 
 
What does it mean to place gifted students in cluster groups? 
A group of four to six identified students, usually those in the top 5% of the grade 
level population in ability, are clustered in the classroom of one teacher who has 
special training in how to teach gifted students. The other students in that class are of 
mixed ability. If there are more than six gifted students, two or more clusters may be 
formed. 
Isn’t cluster grouping the same as tracking? 
No, they are different. In a tracking system, all students are grouped by ability for 
much of the school day, and students tend to remain in the same track throughout 
their school experience. Research by Kulik and Kulik documents that gifted students 
benefit from learning together and need to be placed with students of similar ability 
in their areas of strength. Cluster grouping of gifted students allows them to learn 
together while avoiding permanent grouping arrangements for children of other ability 
levels.  
If gifted students are not placed in some classes, won’t those classes lack positive 
role models for academic and social leadership? 
Teachers overwhelmingly report that new leadership “rises to the top” in the non-
cluster classes. There are many students other than the gifted who welcome 
opportunities to assume available leadership roles. 
Won’t the presence of a cluster group of gifted students inhibit the performance 
of the other students in that class, having a negative effect on their achievement? 
This is not a problem when the cluster group is kept to a manageable size of no more 
than six students. As a matter of fact, cluster teachers report that there is general 
improvement in achievement for the entire class.  

 

http://nrcgt.uconn.edu/newsletters/fall926/ 

How will students be 
selected for Gifted 
and Talented 
Science Enrichment? 

 All second grade, third 
grade, and fourth grade 
students will be 
evaluated for placement 
in Gifted and Talented 
Science Enrichment.  

 Students will be placed 
in the program through 
a multiple-measure 
rubric that uses 
standardized tests, 
district assessments, 
and a teacher survey to 
examine students’ 
proficiency, growth, and 
aptitude. 

 The selection process 
will be completed in 
June. Notification for 
selected students will be 
sent home to families in 
July in preparation for 
the new school year. 

 

 

3rd and 4th grade G&T Science 
 

G&T Science Enrichment for grades 3 and 4 
students takes place once every six-day cycle 
with the building science specialist. Students 
learn advanced concepts while using 
engineering to solve science problems. They 
also practice college and career skills of 
planning, problem solving, analyzing, 
assessing, and presenting. 


